Effect of procurement cost on the drinking of a saccharin-sucrose solution by non-deprived rats.
Four non-deprived female rats were required to run in a wheel to obtain 20 min unconstrained access to a saccharin and sucrose solution. Each was run in a series of conditions in which the requirement was a proportion (0.25, 0.5, 1.0, 1.25 and 1.5) of the amount of running performed in a condition in which the wheel alone was available. A condition in which no running was required to gain access to the solution and one in which the subject was locked in the stationary wheel for the time taken to complete the highest requirement before being allowed access to the solution were also included. The results showed that as the requirement increased the amount of solution consumed also increased, and this relationship did not depend on the time taken to perform the requirement.